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Dear Colleague,

I am honored to invite you to join us at the Ritz-Carlton on the beautiful coast of  Amelia Island in sunny 
Florida for our spring CLE meeting.  Those of  you who have not had the opportunity to enjoy Amelia Island 
are in for a real treat.  The island combines the graceful beauty of  the South’s large, moss-covered oak 
trees with the relaxing atmosphere of  a beachfront paradise.     

Our superior CLE programs will focus on our “Families Matter” initiative, the mission of  which is “to 
develop practice methods and approaches to minimize the destructive consequences of  divorce on 
families.” Another track of  programming will concentrate on assisted reproductive technology, offering 5.5 
hours of  general CLE credit in this newly developing practice area. On Saturday, our Council will debate the 
issue of  third party access, including stepparents and grandparents.  Social events will include courtyard 
and dessert receptions, and a party on the beach. On Thursday, we will work together to serve the local 
community by cleaning up the coastline. The Section will also be collecting books to donate to the Head 
Start Center, which provides services for children ages 3-5. 

I look forward to seeing all of  you in the elegant yet casual atmosphere that the Ritz-Carlton offers on 
Amelia Island.  Please mark your calendars today!

 

Honorable Debra H. Lehrmann
Austin, TX
Chair, ABA Section of  Family Law
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Thursday, april 7, 2011

8:30am-5:00pm
Family Advocate Board of Editors Meeting
Ambassador Room

9:00am-1:30pm
Model act on relocation of Children Meeting
Talbot D Ballroom

2:00-3:30pm
section of Family law Officers Meeting
Boardroom

3:30-4:30pm
section of Family law Finance Committee 
Meeting
Boardroom

5:30-7:00pm
Welcome reception & registration
Talbot D Ballroom and Terrace
Please join us for an evening gathering on the terrace. 

7:15pm
dine-arounds   
With tables reserved at some of  the best eateries in 
Amelia Island, this fun “Dutch treat” event is an excellent 
opportunity to enjoy dinner at fabulous restaurants while 
networking with conference attendees.  Sign up during 
the Welcome Reception.

7:00-9:30am
Continental Breakfast
Talbot D Ballroom 

7:00am-11:30am 
registration and hospitality room
Talbot D Ballroom 

7:30-8:30am 
Newcomers Meeting 
Talbot Terrace
New to the scene?  First time attending?  Come meet 
the Section leaders for an informative overview of  the 
conference and the Section of  Family Law.

8:30-9:30am  
simultaneous Committee ClE programs

The alphabet soup of Military pay and Family 
support
Talbot A Ballroom 
Military Law Committee
Detailed review of  the components of  a servicemember’s 
leave and earnings statement (LES) and an examination 
of  the Department of  Defense Family Support policies 

as implemented by each branch of  military service.  The course will include 
instruction on federal laws relating to garnishment as well as the Defense 
Finance and Accounting Service (DFAS) procedures in recognizing and 
implementing state court orders.
Moderator: James Higdon, Esq., San Antonio, TX
speakers: Cynthia Catalan, Esq., Mayport, FL
  Lulita Reinhart, Esq., Cleveland, OH 

helping your Client see Through a Child’s Eyes:  
preparing Clients for Custody Mediation and settlement
Talbot B Ballroom
Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee
Learn how to prepare clients for custody mediation and settlement by 
defining the role of  the mediator and other experts. Preparation also includes 
having parents: 1) outline a day in the life of  their child; 2) define the child’s 
relationship with each parent; and 3) identify the impact of  the parent’s 
behavior on the child.
speaker: Jerome Blaha, CFLS, Pleasanton, CA

Oh, the Tangled Web We Weave: irs rules and regulations Effect 
on payments and Expenses in Third party reproduction
Talbot C Ballroom
Assisted Reproductive Technologies Committee
Assisted Reproduction involves the payment of  large sums of  money.  What is 
the characterization of  these payments?  What are the reporting obligations 
of  the various participants?   What are the penalties for not properly 
reporting?  What deductions or other benefits exist for the intended parents?  
These and many other questions will be answered.
speaker: Michael Shane Swanson, Esq., Minneapolis, MN

9:30-10:30am
scope & Correlation Committee Meeting
Ambassador Ballroom 

9:30-9:45am  Welcome and Opening announcements  
9:45am-12:15pm  plENary sEssiON
Talbot E Ballroom

Custody litigation: does Evidence Matter in the Custody Case?  
Knowing and using the rules 
program producers: Anne Marie Jackson, Esq., Washington, D.C.
   Peter Walzer, Esq., Woodland Hills, CA
Courts use various means to determine what is in the interests of  the child, 
but they are constrained by the rules of  evidence.  This program will show you 
how to get relevant information before the court and how to prevent irrelevant 
and prejudicial evidence from swaying the court’s opinion.   
Moderator: Marvin Solomiany, Esq., Atlanta, GA
speakers: Susan Lach, Esq., Minneapolis, MN
  Donald Tye, Esq., Boston, MA
  Honorable Amanda Williams, Brunswick, GA

10:45-11:45am
sponsorship & Fundraising Committee Meeting
Ambassador Ballroom

12:30-4:00pm
service project: Cleaning Up the Coastline
Meet in the hotel lobby of  the Ritz-Carlton at 12:30 pm on Thursday, April 7 
to board a bus for a quick trip to Fort Clinch.  Buses will arrive back at the 
Ritz by 4pm.  Transportation, water, snacks, and materials will be provided.   
Sunscreen, sunglasses, breathable clothing and hats are recommended.  A 
donation will also be made to Volunteer Nassau who helped organize this event.  
To volunteer for this event, please contact Kendra Randall Jolivet at Kendra@
randallsonnier.com by March 15.

WEdNEsday, april 6, 2011

Schedule of Events



Friday, april 8, 2011

1:00-5:00pm
publications development Board Meeting
Ambassador Room

1:00-5:00pm
Working Group on amendments to aBa Model act to Govern arT
Kings Bay Room

5:30-7:00pm
Networking reception
Courtyard
Please join us in the Courtyard for an evening of  cocktails and hors d’oeuvres.

7:15pm
Newcomers dinner 
We are pleased to offer an opportunity for first-time attendees and those 
“nearly new” attendees to join Officers of  the Section for a “Dutch treat” 
dinner.  If  you would like to attend, be sure to check “I will attend the 
Newcomers Dinner on Thursday, April 7” on the registration form.  

7:15 pm
dine-arounds
Sign up in the Hospitality Room before 11:30am.

9:30-11:00pm
Chair’s suite reception

7:00-9:30am
Continental Breakfast
Talbot D Ballroom 

7:00am-12:00pm
registration and hospitality room
Talbot D Ballroom

7:30-8:30am 
Meeting of the Committee Chairs and Vice-Chairs
Santa Maria Room

8:30-9:30am  
simultaneous Committee ClE programs

how to Get Off the Merry-Go-round: Military Custody and 
relocation Management
Talbot A Ballroom
Military Law Committee
Detailed review of  the unique and complicated challenges in custody and 
relocation cases involving servicemembers and their families.  The course will 
focus on military custody cases, analysis of  state laws, and relocation cases 
and statutes. 
Moderator: Phillip Tucker, Esq., Edmond, OK
speakers: Major Lyndsey Olson, Esq., St. Paul, MN
  John Tuthill, Esq., St. Petersburg, FL

Top 10 QdrO Mistakes Experienced lawyers Make 
Talbot B Ballroom
Marital Property Committee 
This program covers advanced QDRO topics for experienced attorneys.  
Preparing QDROs is a necessary tool when dealing with and distributing 
retirement benefits for married couples.  There are many everyday problems 

associated with drafting and finalizing these orders; even the experienced 
attorney will benefit from the expert guidance given in this presentation. 
Moderator: Brittany Ranson, Esq., Charleston, WV
speaker: Emily McBurney, Esq., Atlanta, GA
 
Odd Bedfellows: how do Clinic Consent Forms, Written legal 
agreements, and standard state percentage laws interact in Third 
party reproduction?
Talbot C Ballroom
Assisted Reproductive Technologies Committee
Various written consents and agreements are signed by participants in 
assisted reproductive technology.  The physicians, parties, and attorneys know 
what the intent of  those agreements is, but will that intent be supported by 
the courts in disputed cases?  A physician, attorney, and family court judge 
share their thoughts and opinions.
Moderator: Diane Hinson, Esq., Chevy Chase, MD
speakers: Honorable Tanja Manrique, Minneapolis, MN
  Meryl Rosenberg, Esq., Potomac, MD
  Dr. Preston Sacks, Washington, D.C.

9:30-10:30am 
Member Benefit development Committee Meeting
Kings Bay Room

9:40am  announcements  
9:45am-12:15pm  plENary sEssiON
Talbot E Ballroom

helping Children Cope- The psychological impact 
program producers: Henry DeWoskin, Esq., St. Louis, MO
   Nancy Shafer, Esq., Highland Park, IL
This plenary session will focus on the factors- both risk and protective- 
impacting children’s long term adjustment as a result of  family law litigation, 
especially in high conflict and parental alienation cases.
speakers: Christine Albano, Esq., Frisco, TX
  Kendra Randall Jolivet, Esq., Baltimore, MD
  Dr. Sol Rappaport, Libertyville, IL

10:45am-12:15pm 
Families Matter Meeting
Kings Bay Room

12:30-1:45pm 
Committee Meetings  
Talbot A, B & C Ballrooms
Committee meetings are open to all Family Law Section members and allow 
you to learn more about a specific practice area.  Committee membership 
is an excellent member benefit and a great way to meet other conference 
attendees while learning about committee activities.  adoption, alternative 
dispute resolution, alternative Families, Child support, domestic Violence, 
Governmental relations, international law, Taxation, Trial practice 
& Techniques, and young lawyers Committees will meet today.  Light 
refreshments and snacks will be provided.

2:00-5:00pm 
section of Family law Council Meeting 
Talbot E Ballroom
Everyone is welcome to attend the Section’s Council Meeting.

7:00-10:00pm 
Beach party  
Ocean Front Lawn
Tickets: Adults $95 (prior to 3/4/11); Adults $115 (after 3/4/11); Kids ages 
4-12 are $50
Life’s a beach, and we all know it. Kick off  your sandals and join us for a beach 
party that’s sure to help you unwind! Casual attire required!



Welcome 9:40am  announcements  
9:45am-12:15pm  plENary sEssiON
Talbot E Ballroom

What you don’t Know Can hurt you: 
What happens When the legal system and arT law 
intersect 
program producers: 
Anne Marie Jackson, Esq., Washington, D.C.
Katherine Kinser, Esq., Dallas, TX
Richard Vaughn, Los Angeles, CA
Assisted reproductive technology may seem distant from divorce 
law, but that is a misperception.  Virtually every family law 
attorney will soon have to deal with issues related to assisted 
reproduction in dissolving families that were created through ART.  
Does the family court system adequately serve families who have 
used assisted reproduction?  This panel will discuss this issue and 
more.   
Moderator: Steven Peskind, Esq., St. Charles, IL
speakers: Barbara Collura, McLean, VA
  Cynthia Fruchtman, Esq., Santa Monica, CA
  Elizabeth Gardiner, Esq., Philadelphia, PA
  Denise Seidelman, Esq., Bronxville, NY
  Steven Snyder, Esq., Maple Grove, MN

11:15am-12:15pm 
diversity Committee Meeting
Kings Bay Room

12:30-1:45pm 
Committee Meetings  
Talbot A, B & C Ballrooms
Committee meetings are open to all Family Law Section 
members and allow you to learn more about a specific 
practice area. Committee membership is an excellent 
member benefit and a great way to meet other conference 
attendees while learning about committee activities.  
alimony, assisted reproductive Technologies, Bankruptcy, 
Custody, Ethics, Family Courts, lpM/Technology, Marital 
property, Military law, and Vulnerable adults & special 
Needs Families Committees will meet today. Light 
refreshments and snacks will be provided.   

2:00-5:00pm 
Council Meeting debate on Third party access including 
stepparents and Grandparents
Talbot E Ballroom
All are welcome to attend.

7:00pm 
dine-arounds 
Sign up in the Hospitality Room before 12:00pm.

9:00pm 
Chair’s suite reception

saTurday, april 9, 2011

7:00-9:30am 
Continental Breakfast
Talbot D Ballroom

7:00am-12:00pm 
registration and hospitality room
Talbot D Ballroom

7:30-8:30am 
Meeting of past Chairs and Officers
Cumberland Room 

8:30-9:30am  
simultaneous Committee ClE programs

Ethics Jeopardy! 
Talbot A Ballroom
Ethics Committee
The panel will discuss significant ethical issues for family law attorneys 
using the Jeopardy! format.  Categories will include: Truth and 
Confidences; Can You Do That?; Obligations to Children in Custody 
Cases; and “An Affair to Remember.”  Audience participation is highly 
encouraged!!
speakers:  Lewis Becker, Esq., Villanova, PA
  Sheryl Shaughnessey, Esq., Fairfield, CT

Children and Taxes- Good News, Bad News 
Talbot B Ballroom
Taxation Committee
Everything you wanted to know about the tax consequences of  children.  
The discussion will focus on nuances encountered during a divorce and 
will cover both estate/gift issues as well as income tax issues. 
Moderator: Linda Ravdin, Esq., Bethesda, MD
speakers: Leslie Dawson, CPA, Walnut Creek, CA
  Cheryl Young, Esq., Norristown, PA

Oh, What a relief it is- an analysis of insurance issues in 
surrogacy
Talbot C Ballroom
Assisted Reproductive Technologies Committee
Insurance coverage for surrogate pregnancies is one of  the most 
complex and difficult issues in third party reproduction.  The case of  
Mercycare Insurance, Inc., et. al. v. Wisconsin Commissioner of Insurance 
represents a rare victory in challenging surrogate pregnancy exclusions 
in insurance policies.  It will be discussed by an attorney who was 
involved in the case and an insurance expert versed in insurance 
alternatives for surrogate pregnancy.
Moderator: Michelle Keeyes, Esq., La Mesa, CA
speakers: Lynn Bodi, Esq., Madison, WI
  Virginia Hart, Valencia, CA

8:30am-1:30pm 
Model act on representation of Children Meeting
Ambassador Room 
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Registration Form          General Information
airliNE arraNGEMENTs
Discounted airfares are available from ABA Orbitz for Business; take advantage 
of  ABA-negotiated discounts on American and United Airlines.  To book online, 
go to www.abanet.org/travel then click under the Orbitz for Business logo 
at the top of  the page. Click on the appropriate link in the Self  Paid Travel 
box.  Discounts can also be obtained directly from the carrier.  American: Call 
800-433-1790 code a1911ss; United: Call 800-521-4041 code 578iG.  For 
assistance with online or offline reservations, call toll-free 1-877-222-4185.

NEarBy airpOrTs & TraNspOrTaTiON
Amelia Island is served by most major airlines through the Jacksonville 
International Airport (JAX).  The airport is approximately 30 miles  
(40 minutes) from the hotel.  A taxi ride is estimated to cost $60-65 one  
way.   Car rental information: Hertz: Use your ABA Member Advantage CDP 
#13000 and PC#144771 along with your ABA ID to make your reservation  
and save an additional $5 per day, up to $25, off  your car rental. Visit  
www.abanet.org/advantage/hertz or call 1.800.654.2230 to make your 
reservation. 

More information on transportation can be obtained by calling the  
Ritz-Carlton concierge at 904-321-5019.  

rOOM rEsErVaTiONs & hOTEl iNFOrMaTiON
Accommodations will be provided by the Ritz-Carlton Amelia Island.  
Reservations can be made directly with the Ritz-Carlton by calling  
904-277-1100 prior to Tuesday, March 8, 2011, 5:00 pm Central.  Be sure 
to mention that you are attending the ABA Family Law Spring CLE Conference 
in order to receive the discounted room rate of  $199 per night (subject to 
availability, so reserve early).  Feel free to visit the hotel website at: 
www.ritzcarlton.com/AmeliaIsland. 

rEGisTraTiON 
The early bird registration fee, postmarked by March 4, 2011, is $450 for ABA 
Section of  Family Law members. This fee covers all CLE programs, access 
to downloadable materials prior to the conference, breakfast each day, the 
networking receptions on Wednesday and Thursday evenings as well as the 
Chair’s Suite receptions.  Registration increases to $525 after March 4, 
so don’t delay.

The non-lawyer spouse or guest registration fee is $135. This registration 
fee allows your guest to attend the morning breakfasts and all non-ticketed 
evening receptions. all attendees, including guests, will be required to wear 
a name badge to all events.  Registration fees for children 12 and under are 
complimentary; however, tickets must be purchased for all children over the 
age of  four who plan to attend ticketed events.

We encourage participation by all individuals.  If  you are a person with a 
disability, giving us advance notification of  any special needs will help us 
accommodate you better.

CaNCEllaTiON pOliCy
To receive a full refund, minus a $50 administrative fee, a written request must 
be received on or before March 14, 2011. No refunds will be issued after that 
date.  Event tickets are non-refundable.  Questions about cancellations can be 
directed to Section staff  at 312-988-5145.

ClE CrEdiT
CLE credit has been requested from MCLE states.  Those seeking credit in 
Pennsylvania and Louisiana must submit a certificate and pay fees to those 
states.  The ABA pays applicable fees in other states.  Each state has its own 
rules and regulations, including its definition of  CLE.  You may wish to check 
with your state for confirmation of  a program’s approval.  Many states require 
a Uniform Certificate of  Attendance; these certificates, as well as the sign-in 
sheets, will be available on-site in the back of  each CLE program room.  You 
must sign in ONCE throughout the entire conference to receive credit. 

CONFErENCE spONsOrs—
The following companies and organizations have made the special rates 
for the conference and social events possible: 
        

MEETiNG MaTErials
Conference materials will be available online to all registrants prior to 
the conference.  Please be sure you have an email address on file with 
the ABA or one is indicated on your registration form.

If  you are unable to attend the conference, but would like to purchase 
course materials and/or audiotapes, please check the Section’s website 
approximately three weeks after the conference for more information: 
www.abanet.org/family. 

sECTiON OF FaMily laW BOOKs aVailaBlE ON This TOpiC
While at the conference, please visit the Section of  Family Law book 
table in the Hospitality Room to take advantage of  special meeting 
discounts on Family Law publications.  Section of  Family Law books can 
also be purchased online at the ABA Web Store at www.ababooks.org.  

ritz-Carlton amelia island
4750 Amelia Island Parkway
Amelia Island, FL 32034 USA    
(904) 277-1100

COMMuNiTy sErViCE prOJECTs
•	 Cleaning up the Coast ~ Fort Clinch  |  Thursday, april 7   |   

12:30-4:00 pm
Meet in the hotel lobby of  the Ritz-Carlton at 12:30 pm on 
Thursday, April 7 to board a bus for a quick trip to Fort Clinch.  
Buses will arrive back at the Ritz by 4pm.  Transportation, water, 
snacks, and materials will be provided.   Sunscreen, sunglasses, 
breathable clothing and hats are recommended.  A donation will 
also be made to Volunteer Nassau who helped organize this event. 

To volunteer for this event, please email Kendra Randall Jolivet at 
Kendra@randallsonnier.com by March 15, 2011.  

•	 head start Book Collection
Your book donation(s) will be given to a local Head Start Center, 
which provides services for children ages 3-5.  Please drop off  
your books in the Hospitality Room.




