June 9, 2009
Subject: National Association of Law Students with Disabilities

Dear Law Students With Disabilities,

 

Thank you for your interest in the National Association of Law Students with Disabilities (NALSWD).  NALSWD is a coalition of law students dedicated to disability advocacy and the achievement of equal access, inclusion, diversity, and non-discrimination in legal education and the legal profession.  Our goal is to assist individuals in achieving their best employment potential by ensuring that students receive the accommodations and cultivate the skills they need to be successful members of the legal bar.

 

NALSWD was formed to facilitate a sustained community for law students with disabilities to seek support and professional advice as they navigate law school and the legal profession.  To that end we’d like to invite you to join NALSWD by visiting our website and signing up with the organization.  Our membership registration page is located at: http://www.nalswd.org/membershipform.php   

   

Members of NALSWD form the largest community of law students with disabilities in the country. We invite you to visit our website at www.nalswd.org to learn more about us.  By signing up with NALSWD you will be able to read monthly newsletters, join the e-mail listserv, participate in our burgeoning mentorship program, and learn about upcoming events and career opportunities.

You can also learn about and sign up for our third annual conference, to take place August 7-9 in Washington D.C.  A tentative conference schedule is attached below.  The conference is being held in conjunction with the IMPACT Career Fair, the only national employer recruitment fair for law students with disabilities.  To register for the conference and IMPACT, please visit: http://www.nalswd.org/conference09/. 
    

If you have any questions about our organization, future plans, or conference, please do not hesitate to contact us and/or visit our website (www.nalswd.org). 
 

Sincerely,

 

NALSWD Executive Board

Rebecca Williford, Noah Smith, Shayla Key Parker, Janice Ta, Michael Nuñez
P.S. For specific questions about the conference and/or NALSWD membership, please e-mail the interim NALSWD President, Noah Smith, at: nalswd.vp@nalswd.org. 
 
FRIDAY AUGUST 7

10:00 - 5:00

IMPACT Career Fair - job interviews for law students with disabilities
Register separately at http://www.law.arizona.edu/impact

5:00 - 6:00


Joint reception, hosted by IMPACT and NALSWD

SATURDAY AUGUST 8


9:00 - 9:30 am: Welcome from NALSWD President

9:30 - 10:30: Panel 1: Recent Developments in Disability Law and Implications for the Disability Community

10:30 - 10:45: Break
10:45 - 11:45: Panel 2: NALSWD Needs You!  Learn more about how NALSWD began, what we have accomplished so far, and your role in NALSWD's future!

12:00 - 1:30 pm: Lunch and Talking with Experience

Meet with young alumni to talk one-on-one over lunch about how to get the most out of law school when it comes to academics, job searching, extra-curricular activities, accommodations, and anything else on your mind!

1:45 - 2:45: Panel 3: Bar Exam Accommodations

Learn how to successfully request and receive the accommodations you need and hear from lawyers who are working on national advocacy efforts to improve access to the MPRE and Bar Exams

2:45 - 3:00: Break

3:00 - 4:00: Panel 4: How to Get (and Keep) a Job as a Law Student and Lawyer with a Disability in Today's Economy

4:00 - 5:00: Break

5:00 - 6:00: Networking Reception

6:00: Dinner and Keynote Speaker, Christine Griffin 
SUNDAY AUGUST 9

8:45 - 9:30 am: Breakfast

10:00 - 11:00: NALSWD's 2009-10 Advocacy Campaign

Committee Presentations

9:30 - 10:00: Update on NALSWD's 501(c)(3) incorporation process

11:00: Elections, Debrief

11:30 - 12:00: Closing Keynote
